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4 BULLETIN OF THE PENNSYLVANIA MUSEUM 

OLIPHANTS, OR HUNTING HORNS 

There are in the collection of musical instruments two unusually fine 
examples of oliphants, or hunting horns, of the sixteenth century, formed from 
the ivory tusks of elephants, elaborately carved. One of these, measuring 
twenty-two and a half inches in length, is decorated with carved scrolls, tro- 
phies, combats of mythological and grotesque animals, a crowned escutcheon 
bearing three fleur-de-lys, and medallion portraits of Francis I., Henry II. , 
Francis II., Charles IX., and Henry III. The mouth-piece is in the form of 




EUROPEAN HUNTING HORNS OF CARVED IVORY 
Sixteenth Century 

a dog's head. This example of French workmanship was purchased at the 
Philadelphia Exhibition of 1876. 

The second example measures thirty inches in length and is covered with 
hunting scenes in relief. Two of the hunters are represented in the act of 
blowing oliphants, while a third is plunging a dagger into a fallen stag. The 
mouth-piece is held in the mouth of a serpent. The work is probably German. 




